
Industrial Galvanizers® has 

once again been a key sponsor and partner 

in the Port Waratah Coal Services (PWCS) 

Schools Scholarship Programme.  

The PWCS Scholarship programme has 

been running each year since 2002 and is 

currently coordinated by John Price. Every 

year PWCS selects a group of twelve young 

women and men who are attending school in 

Year 11. “This is done through an interview 

process and based on merit,” says Price. 

“There are generally eight students who are 

studying trade skills, and four undertaking 

business,” he added.    Following selection at 

the end of Year 10, each group uses the 

skills they learn in Vocational Education and 

Training (VET) courses to build a covered 

trailer for a local charity or community 

organisation.  The construction takes just 

over 12 months, with the finished product 

being presented before the students take 

their end-of-school exams in Year 12.  Each 

student involved in the programme receives 

a scholarship, paid in installments based on 

successful progression through their course. 

“The first thing that the group does is select 

which charity or community group will 

receive the trailer that year,” explained Price. 

“Sometimes that is an interesting process, 

but this year there was unanimous 

agreement that the trailer should go to 

Ronald McDonald House at the Hunter 

Children‟s Hospital.” 

Ronald    McDonald    Houses     provide  

accommodation for the parents and families 

of children who are in the hospital as a result 

of illness or injury.  The House at John 

Hunter Hospital has 18 rooms: twelve of  
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Ronald McDonald contemplates his new galvanized trailer 

The fold-down ramp allows for easy access, and the cover 
for all-weather operation.. Photo: Industrial Galvanizers  

The welcoming foyer of Ronal McDonald House at Hunter 
Children’s Hospital. Photo: Industrial Galvanizers  

Photo: Industrial Galvanizers 



these are „motel-style‟ accommodation and  

the remaining six are family suites that can 

sleep up to six people. 

Marisa Wilson, Northern Region Coordinator 

for Ronald McDonald House, explained that 

the accommodation was provided to allow 

parents from remote areas to stay with their 

children whilst in the hospital. “Generally 

parents will stay if it is not possible or 

practical for them to commute to their home,” 

she said. “The length of stay can be as short 

as overnight, or up to a couple of years for 

children undergoing lengthy treatment during 

their recovery.”  Wilson praised the work of 

the students and said that the trailer would 

be a wonderful help to the House. “From 

moving luggage around when people come 

to stay, to fund-raising events, to managing 

the gardens, collecting donated items — it 

has so many uses for us,” she concluded. 

Lee Wicks (Industrial Galvanizers Sales 

Executive — NSW Northern Region) 

attended the awards ceremony on behalf of 

Industrial Galvanizers. He  said that 

Industrial Galvanizers has been a key 

sponsor of the scholarship programme for 

many years.  Along with a number of other 

partners, Industrial Galvanizers provides 

specialist services that combine to  make a 

robust, long-lasting product. “We galvanize a 

lot of trailer‟s, and doing one for a charitable 

organisation is a great feeling,” said Wicks.  

“Industrial Galvanizers is committed to 

continued support of the programme, and 

looks forward to providing galvanizing 

services for many more years,” he added in 

his acceptance speech at the awards 

ceremony. 

Industrial Galvanizers has plans to increase 

its involvement in future years, inviting the 

students to its Hexham site to watch first-

hand as their trailer is dipped and given a 

durable, long-lasting coating of zinc. “PWCS 

have created and continue to support a  

wonderful programme: it‟s great for Industrial 

Galvanizers to be part of something that 

helps train young people and also benefits 

the community in a practical way,” concluded 

Wicks. 
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Lee Wicks (right) accepts a Certificate of Appreciation at 
the awards ceremony.  Photo: Industrial Galvanizers  

This year’s PWCS Schools Scholarship Team with Lee Wicks (centre) at the presentation of their galvanized trailer to Ronald 
McDonald House at John Hunter Children’s Hospital. Photo: Industrial Galvanizers. 


