
Introduction 

Horse racing first began at Randwick 

(Sydney) in 1833, and 180 years later the 

course has opened its latest development.   

Costing over $160million, the redevelopment 

comprises:- 

 Construction of the new stand; 

 Refurbishment of the existing QEII stand; 

 A „Theatre of the Horse‟ amphitheatre; 

 Facilities for Owners and Trainers. 

It makes extensive use of steel galvanized by 

Industrial Galvanizers® (Sydney) in what is 

another collaboration with Fitzpatrick  + 

Partners and Brookfield Multiplex. 

Background 

Randwick Racecourse is a key part of the 

NSW Government‟s metropolitan strategy.  It 

is in the economic corridor providing a 

concentration of activity planned to drive the 

local economy. Redevelopment will enhance 

the sense of community, and provide a place 

for people that is used beyond the current 40 

racing days - allowing Randwick to compete in 

other entertainment and corporate markets.  
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This recent redevelopment 

of the Randwick Racecourse 

Grandstands provided a 

further opportunity for 

collaboration between 

Fitzpatrick+ Partners, 

Brookfield Multiplex and 

Industrial Galvanizers. 

 

The result is a visually 

stunning and long-lasting 

entertainment and leisure 

facility that will extend the 

use of Randwick beyond 

racing. 
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Construction on the redevelopment began in 

December 2011. Although in limited use from 

April 2013, the completed facilities were not 

officially opened until October of that year.  

The five level grandstand is described as 

“sophisticated, elegant and welcoming” by its 

designers, and makes use of finishes and 

fixtures - including galvanized steel, glass and 

timber - that are contemporary and timeless. 

Timber cladding and glass combine well with 

the galvanized steel, providing a reprieve from 

the concrete of the structure.  Once again, the 

strength and flexibility of steel are utilized in 

the roof of the grandstand, which is a 

cantilevered steel structure covered with 

opaque tensile fabric. 

The Theatre of the Horse is an amphitheatre-

style parade ring, innovative in both size and 

functionality.  In keeping with the rest of the 

development, this outdoor area can be used 

on race days and for other functions.   

A new two-storey facility for Owners and 

Trainers is located to the south of the parade 

ring, and completes the current phase of 

development.   
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Randwick Racecourse’s new 52,000 capacity grandstand makes extensive use of galvanized steel, glass and timber to 
enhance its striking design. Photo: Balanced Image Studio 
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Future development at the racecourse include 

a proposed hotel and dedicated convention 

facilities. The State government is also 

planning to extend Sydney‟s light rail network 

to the racecourse. 

Why use galvanized steel? 

Hot dip galvanized (HDG) steel from Industrial 

Galvanizers is a tried and proven corrosion 

protection solution. In the context of this 

project, the Development Control Plan called 

for the use of materials that:-  

 Are sustainable (recyclable, and that use a 

minimum of chlorine-based products);  

 Provide visual interest and  

 Achieve design excellence. 

Long-lasting corrosion protection 

Of course, the coating solution must also 

provide lasting protection to the asset.  

Industrial Galvanizers‟ Corrosion Mapping 

model predicts an average coating life of 47 

years for the bonded HDG 600 coating. Even 

allowing for model variability, the prediction is 

for a minimum average coating life of at least 

23 years.  

Sustainable 

Industrial Galvanizers HDG steel requires no 

painting (though it can provide a great base for  

subsequent colour coats) and eliminates the 

need for on-site grit blasting, humidity control 

and painting. HDG steel is completely (and 

energy-efficiently) recyclable at the end of its  
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useful service life. These characteristics 

reinforce the strong environmental 

requirements of the project. 

Aesthetics 

HDG steel blends well with timber and glass - 

materials used extensively in this project.  The 

strength and formability of steel frames allow 

for long spans, thinner walls and therefore less 

‟visual bulk‟. Galvanized steel, glass, timber 

and concrete have all been utilized and 

blended to promote visual interest and achieve 

an excellent design outcome. 

Summary 

Despite having to close for 18 months during 

the redevelopment, it seems the gamble has 

paid off. Since its first use in mid-2013, racing 

crowds have increased, function room 

bookings are up and membership has climbed. 

Whilst racing has generated 70% of its 

revenue, the ATC predicts that non-race day 

functions will generate 50% if its revenue in 

2014. The development of new, flexible 

facilities has created one of the best 

recreational and entertainment facilities in 

NSW - if not Australia.  

The use of galvanized steel from Industrial 

Galvanizers has enhanced the aesthetics and 

functionality of the new facilities. It will provide 

long-lasting corrosion protection, allowing the 

new assets many decades of low-maintenance 

usage.  

Now THAT’S a winning combination!! 

The completed grandstand at Randwick Racecourse. A 
full glass frontage provides uninterrupted views. The 
use of galvanized steel in the viewing areas ensures a 
long asset life. Photo: Balanced Image Studio  

Industrial Galvanizers was 

delighted to once again 

provide galvanizing for an 

innovative and prominent 

facility. 

 

 

 

Hot Dip Galvanized (HDG) 

steel was selected for its 

strength, long lasting 

corrosion protection, 

aesthetics and 

environmental credentials. 

 

 

 

The HDG steel framework 

allowed for rapid erection 

on site and blends in well 

with the timber and glass 

used as finishing materials 

 

 

 

The attractive new 

grandstand, amphitheatre 

and owner facilities are 

already attracting 

increased patronage, with 

non-race day revenues 

expected to make up 50% 

of income during 2014.   

 

 

 

The proven corrosion 

protection provided by 

Industrial Galvanizers 

(Sydney) will make this 

possible for many years to 

come. 
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Industrial Galvanizers’ Corrosion Mapping Model 
predicts an average coating life of 47 years for the 
sheltered façade (edge) of the galvanized steel frame. 
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In their lifetime, these 

stands may never see 

another horse as successful 

as Black Caviar, but they 

are certainly worth backing 

as a dead-set winner! 

 

Galvanized steel stanchions and handrails combine seamlessly with 
the glass balustrade overlooking the Theatre of the Horse.  
Photos: Balanced Image Studio 

 

The galvanized steel and timber provides relief from the concrete of the stands around the Theatre of the Horse - and 
blend in well with the existing heritage of the site. Photo: Balanced Image Studio  
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