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LOCATION: 
Williamson Farm
Quincy, Washington

PROFILE: 
6,000 acres of owned 
and rented land
Sweet corn, green peas, 
lima beans, bell peppers, 
canola seed, grass seed, 
and forage for cattle 
operation

EQUIPMENT: 
• Approximately 70 

pivots – all Valley® 
pivots on owned land, 
a mix of brands on 
rented land

• BaseStation3™ for 
remote irrigation 
management on all 
owned pivots and on a 
few rental pivots

• Valley Insights™  

VISUAL DETECTION: 
• Under-watering
• Over-watering
• Plugged sprinklers

ACTION TAKEN: 
• Repair plugged 

sprinklers 
• Fix blown regulators
• Precise application  

of chemicals 

Valley Insights™ Helps Precision and 
Proper Irrigation in Sandy Soil

Sandy soil is great for growing vegetables, but it’s 
not so great at holding water. So, anything Eric 
Williamson can do to ensure proper irrigation for 
his crops is significant. 

Williamson is a fourth-generation grower, and 
much of his immediate and extended family farms 
with him, so at least half the workforce on the 
farm is related. 

Last season, Williamson irrigated with about 70 
pivots on land that he owns and rents. He has 
been using BaseStation to control and manage 
pivots for nearly 20 years, even installing it on 
some rental pivots.

“I just love BaseStation3,” he says. “It’s how we 
manage pivots, and it makes life so much easier.”

The Williamsons are early technology adopters, 
so it made sense to try Valley Insights™ when 
Greg Snook from his local Valley dealer, Lad 
Irrigation, offered the service as part of the initial 
field test. Valley Insights uses imagery to determine crop health concerns related 
to irrigation and other factors. It does this by feeding the imagery into algorithms 
with artificial intelligence technology to detect anomalies, and then notifies the 
growers about what’s happening so they can take proper action.

Preventing Crop Stress
Williamson says some of the notifications he received were not surprising, but 
others saved his crops from stress. He explains that Valley Insights notifies him 
when a sprinkler or regulator is blown. If someone isn’t in the field at the right time, 
it would have taken some time to notice.
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“OUR SOIL DOESN’T HOLD MUCH 

WATER, SO VALLEY INSIGHTS 

WOULD PAY FOR ITSELF EVERY 

YEAR IN CROP HEALTH. ”

Eric Williamson



“If I don’t catch an issue for a week, the crop 
may never recover, especially with our sandy 
soil,” says Williamson. “Our soil doesn’t hold 
much water, so Valley Insights would pay for 
itself every year in crop health. It helped with 
preventing yield reduction that comes from 
dry spots or other issues.”

Valley Insights also showed an anomaly on 
a pivot with a corner system. Without the 
corner, the pivot needed about 90 gallons 
per hour to cover the crop. But as the corner 
folded out and started running, the pressure 
in the entire pivot dropped dramatically. 
Valley Insights notified Williamson of the 
impending damage to the crop.

“We have a VFD (variable frequency drive) on 
that pivot, so we increased the pressure to 
1,250 gallons per hour when the corner was 
running,” says Williamson. “That saved quite 
a bit of our crop.”

There was one field that he planted late, so 
unfortunately, Williamson didn’t have Valley 
Insights watching over it. He says that led to 
more than $25,000 in crop losses.

“We had a pivot that was reversing in the 
middle of the field instead of going to the 
end,” he explains. “By the time we saw it, the 
end of that field was dried out. Valley Insights 
would have seen it much earlier and we 
could have saved the crop.”

“VALLEY INSIGHTS HELPS 

WITH PRECISION. WE TRY 

TO RUN LEAN, SO IT HELPS 

TO HAVE THAT EYE IN THE 

SKY LOOKING OUT FOR US.

Eric Williamson
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Maintaining Precision with Chemicals
The Williamsons also chemigate about 200 times a year. Williamson says that 
if a regulator was blown, it would put too much of the chemical in one spot. 
Fixing those regulators before there’s a bigger issue is crucial to the operation.

“Valley Insights helps with precision,” he says. “We try to run lean, so it helps 
to have that eye in the sky looking out for us.”

Williamson says Valley Insights is an excellent tool for growers who have a lot 
of pivots. “When you have a lot of acres to cover, it’s a good insurance policy. 
I will definitely continue to use it.”


